A PUBLICATION OF THE ANGLO-JEWISH PERIODICAL PRESS. 


FOR THE PROMOTION OF THE SPIRITUAL AND GENERAL WELFARE OF THE JEWS, BY THE DISSEMINATION OF INTELLIGENCE 
ON SUBJECTS AFFECTING THOSE INTERESTS, AND BY THE ADVOCACY AND DEFENCE OF THEIR RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS. 


“Chou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed.”—Vocation of the Jews. GEN. xxviii. 14, 


You IL. No. 34.] LONDON, 22np OF KISLEY, 


A.M. 5603.—25rn NOVEMBER, 1842. [Price 3d 


CONTENTS. 


The future spiritual guidance of our congregations. 
The“ Voice of Jacob’ at our Antipodes ; its republication by the Australasian 


Jews. 
Dissertation on the Portion 


Miscettangous INTELLIGENCE.—Plymouth; a religious discourse.—Sermon by - 


the late Dr. Herschel.—Manchester ; Hebrew Association's School.—The danger 
ef unauthorized tampering with established forms of prayer.—The ‘* Voice of 
Jacob’’ misquoted by the daily journals.—‘' Les Archives Israelites,’’—What 
are the proper functions of a Vestry ? 

AND COLONIAL customs of the 
Chinese analogous to the scriptural requirements of the Jews.—Jerusalem ; pro- 


THE FUTURE SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE OF OUR 
CONGREGATIONS. 


Every communication which has reached us, on this all im- 
portant subject, since our last publication, is a gratifying tes- 
timony of concurrence in the views then propounded. We 
rejoice to announce, that the committee of the Great Synagogue, 
with a promptitude which does them honor, have assumed the 
initiative, and have already transmitted the following pertinently 
drawn and unanimously adopted resolutions, to all other con- 
gregations in the 

‘ That it is highly important and expedient that the vacant 
office of Chief Rabbi, should be filled up at as early a 
period as may be possible. 

“ That it would greatly contribute to the upholding of the 
Jewish religion in its purity, diffusing a more correct 
knowledge of its precepts, and to the general harmony 
and well-being of the community, if a Chief Rabbi should 
be duly authorised as the spiritual guide and director of 
all the Jews of this empire.”’ 

The evidence contributed by our correspondence, warrants 

us in declaring such a measure, not only expedient, but in- 


dispensable ; and we cannot doubt that every congregation in | 


succession, will make a ready response to the principle con- 
tained in the above resolutions, in conformity with the supple- 


‘Mentary request which accompanies them. We record, spe- | 


cially to the honor of our Liverpool brethren, that their frank 
proposals to do their part in this solemn obligation, have even 
preceded the appeal to them. We find, that the number of 
synagogues in the empire, all of which have been more or less 
dependent upon the Nate Chief Rabbi, is much greater than 
has been supposed. Ata future period we shall present a list 
of them. As a rough summary, we should enumerate six, in 
London, and nearly forty, in other parts of the British islands ; 
but we have no list at hand of those in the colonies, which 
have been in direct communication with the metropolitan 
synagogues. Let any one calculate how light the burthen 
need fall upon those communities having humble resources, 
and-there will remain no decent pretext for that anti-Jewish 
Policy, which could withhold concurrence at this important 
crisis, We hope to be enabled to announce, from time to time, 
the responses which shall be made to the appeal just issucd ; 
that is to say, the gist of those responses, for the details will 
not always be public property, and it is not contemplated to 
Wait the replies of the distant colonies. Since the establish- 
ment of a Jewish organ, which submits the proceedings of our 
public men to public cognizance, there has also sprung up a 
system of mutual intelligence between separate communities, 
necessary to facilitate that unity of purpose natural to the 
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‘* convocations of Jeshurun ;” in other words, not only do consti- 
tuents learn the policy of their executive, but the public proceed- 
ings of one congregation are made known to all the rest, and 
every one begins to feel that it is amenable, to some extent, to 
its fellows. It would indeed be difficult td-imagine an associa- 
tion, claiming to rank as a religious body in Israel, and, at the 
same time, indifferent to the maintenance of a good understand- 
ing with others; for, the integrity of our system, (its unity,) is 
the soul of our system. We therefore look to the future with 
but little of anxiety as to the ultimate results; but we are 
solicitous that all the home synagogues should act with promp- 
titude, and we hope to report accordingly. | 

Assuming the desired unanimity as ascertained, we propose 
to develope the following important questions :— 

I. What are the general duties of a Rabbi? (@) What are 
the duties imposed upon such a functionary by the spirit of 
the present age? (b) What are the duties especially imposed 
by the exigencies of the communities of ¢his empire ? 

From these enquiries we shall evolve— 

II. What are the qualifications requisite to be possessed by 
the Spiritual Chief, now to be elected ? 

I. What are the general duties of a Rabbi ? 

This question was proposed some time since, as a prize 

uestion, by the Cultur-verein, at Berlin. (Vide our No. 2.) 
bur readers may conclude from this, that it cannot be so 
readily answered in all its bearings. Nor is it our present 
intention to give more than general outlines; sufficient, how- 
ever, as we hope, to elucidate the point under review. 

The office of Rabbi has already existed for thousands of years ; 
the Rabbis themselves being in some measure the successors of 
the Priests, Levites, and Judges. Let us then take a cursory 
view of their history, and of the functions of their predecessors, 
as developed in scripture ; and let us, moreover, consult such 
opinions as have been pronounced by those regarded, by Jewish 
divines, as authorities. | 

The Priests and Levites, being freed from those occupations 
which frequently divert men from attending to their spiritual 
affairs, (Numb. xviii. 20.) were commissioned by the Almighty 
with the public guidance in those essentials. 

This appointment, however, did not exclude the qualified 
Israelite, but simply provided for a perpetual guidance ; inas- 
much as the only functions reserved for the Priest, exclusively, 
were those connected with the sacrifices. Accordingly, we find 
sometimes, both the spiritual and temporal guidance in the 
hand of a Levite, (e. g. Moses and Samuel); at others, in 
that of a Priest, (Josephus’ Antiq. xi. 8, § 3); sometimes, in 
that of an Israelite, (as with Joshua and the Judges); and at 


others, divided between the Priests and Israelites, This was 
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especially the case towards the end of the second temple, when | for whose solid and permanent benefit he has consented to 


we find two distinct authorities spoken of; that of the temporal 
ruler, and that of the Sanhedrin, the presidency of which was 
generally vested in the High Priest, if qualified. : 

The sacrificial functions, were always reserved exclusively for 
the Priest; but the destruction of the temple having put a stop 
to these functions, and also to the independence of the nation, 
the offices of High Priest and King ceased ; whilst the Sanhedrin, 
under the presidency of a x'w3 (Prince), continued its func- 
tions, providing not only the Roman, but also the Parthian, 
8 with qualified spiritual heads. This college, known 
under the name of Patriarchate, and enjoying great privileges 
declined under the first Christian emperors of Rome ; and other 
schools, springing up in Babylon under more genial influences, 
became, after the extinction of the Patriarchate (429 C. A“. ), under 
the presidency of a xmid3 ww (head of the exiles), the centre 
of Judaism. After the cessation of these colleges, the supreme 
authority being extinct, and no new centre formed, each Rabbi, 
as a matter of course, exercised the power of examining and 
ordaining duly qualified individuals, though congregations al- 
ways preferred those who had been ordained by distinguished 
Rabbis. Thus it continued for centuries, and so it is at the 
present moment.* 

From this brief sketch it is clear, that a Rabbi is vested with 
all those functions prescribed for the Priest, the Levite, and 
members of colleges, in so far as they are applicable under 
present circumstances. ‘The functions of the Priest are thus 
defined in Scripture :—*‘ And that ye (Priests) may set a differ- 
ence between holy and unholy, and between unclean and clean. 
And that: ye may teach the children of Israel all the statutes 


which the Lord hath spoken unto them by the medium of 


Moses.” —(Lev. x. 10, 11.) 


It is neither necessary nor practicable here, to give extracts | 


from the consecutive books of scripture, appointing and des- 
cribing these. important functions ; we pass at once to the last, 
(Malachi ii. 6), which says of the Levite, ‘* The law of truth 
was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found on his lips: he 
walked with me in peace and equity, and did turn many away 
from iniquity.” (ibid. v.7.) ‘* For the Priest’s lips should keep 
knowledge, and they should read the law at his mouth: for he 
is the messenger of the Lord of Hosts.” 


(To be continued.) 


“THE “* VOICE OF JACOB” AT OUR ANTIPODES!! 


It is a well established truth, that ‘‘ the best efforts of non- 
official labourers for the public advantage, are rarely understood 
or appreciated except ata distance of time or place.” 
in the universality of this maxim, has been one of our princi- 
pal consolations, amid the difficulties of the position which we 
ventured to assume, after having failed to induce , others to 
occupy it. But who would have thought that the distance, in 
our individual case, would have been the greatest attainable on 
earth !—i. e., half way round it. Few. will imagine our sur- 
prise and pleasure, a few hours since, when waited upon by,one 
of the earliest friends of our undertaking, with a daslioake of 
the ** Voice of Jacob,” reprinted, for the Jews in the Australian 
colonies, at Sydney, 27th May, 1842!! The following extracts 
from the opening address will afford the needful explanation. 

**A new and interesting periodical has recently been issued 
from the London press, bearing the following title page.” 

| Here follow our own title, plan, &c.] 


‘Having been favored by a London correspondent with a 
few of the earliest numbers, we immediately perceived that so 
long an interval as six weeks} (to the 15th October), had 
elapsed before the publication of the second number.” 


Here follows a quotation of some observations in our No. 2, speaking 


diffidently of our own powers, and complaining of inadequate support. 
Our Australian publisher says— 


“The publisher might already, however, in our opinion, 
have safely relied for the adequate and grateful support of those 


* The title of 131, introduced about the year 1420 C. &., produced 
no essential change in the state of affairs. | 
t It was a month only.—Eb. 


A belief 


| 


bear the brunt of this undertaking. He need not be chilled by 
the coldness of those whose warmth of feeling he might hay 
expected to re-animate his own; he may disregard the scoff, 
and sneers which the philanthropist often receives from those 
whose interests he has laid himself out to serve. He may be fyj}y 
assured that the most benevolent impulses will be awakened, 
and the most useful energies will be roused to action by the 
noble exertions he has made, by means of this periodical, for 
the religious, social, and political advancement of the House of 
Israel.” 

After alluding to some passages in our earlier numbers,—the establis). 
ment of the *“* Voice of Jacob”’ is hailed ‘* with gratitude as an able co-opera. 
tor in a noble design,”’—and then follows the following very gratifying 
announcement. 

‘After reading the numbers of this periodical in our pos. 
session, they have infused into us a kindred-spirit. We are 
anxious to be permitted to contribute our humble offering in aid 
of so good a cause, 

‘It is evident that Providence has reserved the British Jens 
for the execution of some great purpose in his vast designs, and 
that they hold at present a proud position among their brethren, 
Yet it isa lamentable fact, that these very people are far inferioy — 
to their co-religionists on the continent, in their religious and 
educational information, on most matters of great importance to 
themselves, and connected with human improvement. Such a 
periodical as the one entitled ‘* The / oice of Jacob,” is abso. 
lutely essential to remedy this defect, which none deplore mor 
than the literati and leading continental Jews. 

‘ The aid, therefore, which we-have to offer, will consist in ay 
attempt to disseminate to the utmost extent of our power, the 
benefits which this new periodical in the English language must 
confer. 

‘*'The work itself may safely compete with any of its contem- 
poraries (as already hinted), as to the ability which its con. 
tributors, translators, and compilers display in its service. | [i 
contains philosophical essays, and historical sketches, most 
happily appropriate to its object. All such as these we shall 
most reluctantly be compelled, on account of their length; to 
exclude from our compilation of extracts. ‘These must ne. 
cessarily be chiefly limited to that portion of the work which 
comprises the chronicles of passing events, and all Inglish and 
Foreign intelligence, both of opinions and relating to facts. 
which must be interesting to the Jewish community in this par 
of the globe, and thereby promote the beneficial object we have 
solely in view. 

‘‘ How great soever may be the comparative ignorance and 
the defects in elementary education of the Jewish natives in 
england, in their relation to their European continental breth- 
ren, there still is, in that country, abundant means of lessening 
this disproportion, to be furnished by the learning and zeal ol 
their talented brethren, and the liberality of many of the mem- 
bers of their body, which have not hitherto been supplied to the 
limited communion of that persuasion in the Australasian 
Colonies. Our number is too small, and with one or two ex- 
ceptions, our wealth too inconsiderable, to have admitted of the 
Australasian Jews having hitherto been benefited by the devo- 
tions ofa Rabbi. There is no Jewish college or school, nor 
any tutor in all the academic institutions to give instruction on 
matters of importance to themselves, as a distinct body 0! 
colonists. | | 

‘*Such a publication as that we now attempt to issue per'- 
odically from the press, seems to have been quite provi 
dentially suggested. It is, in fact, the only source whence any 
copious stream of the elements of knowledge, most valuable to 
the Jewish race can, at present, flow.” 


Then follows a proposal for a branch society there, in aid of our labours, 
and for obtaining an adequate supply of the original ‘‘ Voice of Jacob” from 


England. 

‘* As some time, however, must elapse before any such regu- 
lar supply can take place ; and as we shall continue in the meal 
time to receive our numbers regularly from our own corres 

ondent, we shall publish such a compilation of extracts as We 


ave before described, and of which we now present the first 
specimen,” 
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We are truly thankful to have been the humble instrument 
of eliciting sentiments like these :—we hail with gratitude the 
“kindred spirit’ which has so responded to our appeal from 
the uttermost parts of the earth ;—we accept the “ offering” in 
the name of the cause we serve; and our Jewish feeling re- 


joices at this impressive proof that, destined as we are to spread 


abroad throughout the habitable globe—“ Israel, as a_na- 
tion, is still ONE, as 1s the God it adores, as is the creed it pro- 
fesses.”’ 

This response, valuable as iL 1s, was altogether unexpected 
by us, for we are uncertain whether any of our Australian bre- 
thren are even known to us;* but we derive thence increased 
encouragement, in the hope that the scheme we have so fre- 
quently propounded will, with His blessing, be ere long accom- 
plished—in ‘‘the establishment of a regular chain of com- 
munication between Jews all over the world.” 

We regret the necessity to abridge much of valuable local 
‘formation which the ** Sydney edition” furnishes. 


NEW SYDNEY SYNAGOGUE. 


“ After ten years of anxious desire and of serious intent, on 
the part of the members of the Hebrew faith in the town of 
Sydney, their ardent wishes are, at length, about to be consum- 
mated. The faint and remote prospect has become clear, and 
bright, and not far distant from view: the delightful prospect of a 
temple, erected for divine worship, wherein prayers and thanks- 
givings will be offered up to the great God of Israel, according 
to the rites and ordinances of their fathers. At the time we are 
penning these remarks, the base course of a commodious place 
of worship is nearly fitted, and we shall, at an early opportunity 
publish, for the gratification of distant friends, a plan and 
elevation of the building. The foundation stone was laid 
on the 19th April last, with appropriate ceremony, suitable 
prayers having been offered up by the members of the com- 
munion. 

“A very large proportion of the Hebrew body in New South 
Wales being concerned in trade, the pressure of the times, it must 
be believed, has weighed down as heavily on them, as on any other 
body of their fellow colonists. From this cause the subscriptions 
to supply the necessary funds have not been brought forward so 

wickly and efficiently as they otherwise would have been. 

h! how gratifying will be the reflection of those who, having 
contributed to the best of their means towards the accomplish- 
ment of the design, shall witness, in the land of their adoption, 
the completion of a building dedicated to the holy purpose of 
worshipping the God of their ancestors. 

“The Jewish community in this colony are also assured of 
the cordial sympathy of their brethren in England, and confi- 
dently rely upon them for aid. The distance which separates 
the two countries has hitherto precluded the requisite supply 
of religious books: such sa be most gratefully received 
from our English friends. And the subscriptions in the colony 
have been so liberally bestowed, under existing circumstances, 
that the contributors to the erection of this place of worship 
would despair of being able to procure the embellishments so 
desirable for a religious establishment, without the kind assist- 
alice of their co-religionists at home. 

“The ancient divines of the Hebrew faith have recorded 
their opinion that, wherever ten adults of such believers congre- 
gate, they should have a place of worship erected; and the 
Holy One of Israel himself has said, by the mouth of his ser- 
vant Moses: ‘In every place where ye mention my name, there 
will I come and bless thee.’ ” | 

he Sydney Herald also gives an account of this interesting 
ceremony, adding that “in the evening about sixty of the sub- 
scribers to this place of worship sat down to a sumptuous din- 
ner at the ‘Albion Tavern.’ fter the removal of the cloth, 
© usual loyal and local toasts were drunk, as also some appro- 
Priate ones relative to the occurrences of the day.” 
The style of architecture is Egyptian, and is very imposing, 
Peacularly the principal front, which will face the police office. 
Jere will be three windows at each end, and six on the south 
‘ide, none on the north; making twelve in all. The ornamen- 


a We have just learned that it was Samuel Moses, Esq., of London, 
° sent out copies to the three congregations in Australasia. 
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tal part of the exterior is to be of polished stone, the other part 
of brick ; the roof to be covered with slate. The building will 
seat upwards of four hundred and twenty persons. The seats 
are to be open benches, with backs to them. At the west end 
there will be a gallery for the females; and in a recess under 
the large east window will rest the ark, wherein will be depo- 
sited the sacred books, kc. Immediately in front of the ark, 
on a platform raised four steps above the level of the floor, will 
be the seat and table for the rabbi and readers; the platform 
having four semicircular sides, each two feet six inches in 
diameter. This edifice will be an additional ornament to our 
metropolis of no common order. The design reflects much 
credit upon the taste and judgment of the architect, Mr. James 
Hume, who has of late distinguished himself by the erection of 
buildings of the highest character.” 

* The building committee of the Sydney Synagogue have re- 
cently received, from Mr. J. Solomon, of London, a splendid 
Hebrew decalogue, It is an elegant piece of manufacture, 
being made of plate glass, with burnished gold letters. This 
very appropriate gift will be fixed in its proper place on the 
opening of the New Synagogue.” 

We perceive that the ‘* Philanthropic Society,” supported by 
our Sydney brethren, gave an anniversary ball and supper on 
her Majesty’s birthday, which were numerously and respectably — 
attended. 

Statistics of the Australian Jews.—The official census for 
1841 gives returns, whence we learn that'there were 806 Jews, 
of all ages, resident in 28 counties or districts. About 500 of 
them were settlers, comfortably located (much respected) in the 
Cumberland district alone (it includes Sydney). 


DISSERTATION ON TITE PORTION Ses 
GENESIS XXXVI. 

The evils arising from favoritism are strongly -developed 
in this portion of the law. We find tliat Joseph’s brethren, 
jealous of the partiality with which he was regarded by their 
father, conspired against him, and, but for the intervention of 
Reuben, would have killed him. All children are alike the 
gifts of Providence; all that have the same requirements, entail 
the same duties, and it is therefore wrong to deprive one child 
of a portion of care, in order to bestow itonanother. Improper 
partiality leads to jealousy and discontent on the part of the 
slighted, to selfishness and tyranny on the part of the favorite ; 
these, in their turn, produce dissension; and the paternal roof, 
the proper scene of amity, union and love, becomes the arena 
of feuds and hatred. This is fully exemplified in the portion 
before us. Joseph’s brethren are so exasperated as to become 
forgetful of the ties of blood. Joseph is so pampered as to 
become the tale-bearer, to his father, of the faults of his 
brethren. It is true, that we trace in all this the hand of a wise 
Providence, careful for the future ; but we must, in considering 
the conduct of men, dismiss from our minds the ends to which 
they are made to become subservient, and view their actions 
independently of the results they produce. Regarded from 
this point of view, the conduct of both Jacob and Joseph ap- 
pears reprehensible, and in no way worthy of imitation. On 
the contrary, the behaviour of Reuben, when his brethren 
designed to kill Joseph, is such as may be advantageously 
imitated. Finding them determined on revenge, he does not 
attempt to stay the current of their wrath by stern wilfulness, 
or hasty opposition; but he attempts, though as it eventually 
appears, with but partial success, to divert their intentions into 
another channel, well knowing that ‘‘a mild word turneth 
away wrath,” and that where threats and denunciations could 
only excite, remonstrance and advice may allay and calm. 

The concluding portion of this section continues the history 
of Joseph, after his arrival in Egypt. Here, removed from the 
sphere of his father’s partiality, which had proved so injurious 
to him, we find nothing in his character that is not commend- 
able. The victim of unjust persecution, his confidence in 
God is never shaken. Confined in the dark recesses of a 
dungeon for a crime he never committed, he is not induced to 

uestion the justice of Providence, but patiently submits to His 
ecrees. An alien from his father’s home, oppressed among 
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strangers, he does not murmur at his unhappy lot, but calmly | 
resigns himself to his fate, content to suffer, if it be His will, 
happy in any condition, so that conscience approve his conduct. 
his is the picture of a truly pious man, one whom prosperity 
never elevates to a forgetfulness of his duties, one whom adver- 
sity never depresses to aslave. Alike in fortune and misfor- 
tune, even as the firm oak, he bears the blasts of the howling 
whirlwind, or the glowing radiance of the summer sun. True, 
the one may disturb the leaves, the other deprive them of their 
brilliant hue; but these are but externals (the workings of 
society on the outward man), the trunk still remains unshaken, 
the root still continues firm.—The conduct of the Butler, is a 
true picture of worldliness. Clinging to any support in afflic- 
tion, he forgets his friend when he 1s restored to tiny gr 
In the dungeon, even a prisoner could be useful to him: free, 
he no longer remembers the poor captive who had shared and 
lightened his misery. The value of the favor is only transi- 
tory to his mind ;—obliged, he forgets to whom he owes his 
obligation. This is but too frequently the case; notonly between 
man and man, but between man aud his Maker. Many are 
there who in adversity have been models of piety and devotion, 
but who in prosperity have shaken off the trammels of religion, and 
forgotten the source whence they have derived their so called 
independence. How sinful is this! should gratitude to heaven 
not to be multiplied in proportion to the benefits received ? 
Thus is it in early youth, the season when dependence is so 
felt in all things, when enjoyment has not been robbed of its 
safety, by the absence of that restraint which is also its zest; 
and when man is freed from the bonds that withheld the reali- 
zation of his dreams: what then ?—let fruition pall upon his 
sense,—let the future threaten—or, above all, let him be called 
upon to gre peace to a mind, upon the fate of which his own 
peace is dependent,—then, at last, wili he look to the less glitter- 
ing associations of that former time, and feel how, in the closing 


words of our portion,—‘‘ He hath not remembered, but 
forgotten.”’ 


—_ 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Plymouth.—A copy has reached us of a discourse, de- 
livered to. this congregation, by Ar. Levy, Jun., on Sabbath 
oth November. We acknowledge the courtesy of the sender, 
and have only to repeat the regret, heretofore expressed, that a 
young man of such good parts, should not already possess the 
opportunity of qualifying himself for the important office to 
which he aspires. : 

Sermon by the late Dr. Hirschel.—A correspondent obliges 
‘us with the published copy of a sermon delivered by our 

lamented Rabbi, soon after his accession to office; that is in 
A. M. 5965, (1805.), “on the day appointed for a general thanks- 
giving for the success of the fleet off Trafalgar.” It is ** ar- 
ranged and rendered into English by .4 Friend,’’ (the late 
Josh. Van Oven). The production is singularly characteristic 
of the school in which the late Rabbi was trained. Such 
victories are indeed difficult subjects to deal with, and the ser- 
mon is, in some points, a little like the defence of a thanksgiving: 
it exhorts rather,to gratitude for not being vanquished, and 
to charity for the sufferers, than to exultation, self confidence, 
or the love of conquest for its own sake. It ends with an 
appeal for aid to the “‘ patriotic fund.” 


Manchester.—We have received the 4th annual report of 
the wt’ man (the Manchester Hebrew -Associa- 
tion); it announces the reconstruction of the school established 
by that body, into ‘‘a complete Hebrew and English seminary,” 
under the charge of Mr. D. Asher, formerly assistant at the 
** Jews’ National School,” in Birmingham. 


The danger of unauthorised tampering with Established 
Forms of Prayer.—An intelligent correspondent calls the 


attention of those who have been led into error by a mis- 
directed zeal, to an article in the Times of the 16th November 


—on certain impertinent intermeddlings with ‘“‘The Book 
of Common Prayer,” (established by English law.) Our limits 
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prevent more than this general reference, and a single extract, 


Our readers will remember, that the following and similar 
terms are applied to a Gentile liturgy,—a composition of yes. 
terday, as compared w.th our own :— 

‘« We believe no member of the Church of England will fo, 
a moment contend, that even the smallest alterations or omig. 
sions in the text of the Book v Common Prayer are not evils 
to be resisted and exposed. It is of vital importance to the 
doctrines and discipline of the Church that its form of prayer 
be transmitted pure from one generation to another ; that no 
alteration, however minute, be tolerated, lest room be by de. 
grees afforded for greater innovations, and consequently for 
great evil and distraction; that no — be allowed for 
the humour or caprices of individuals ; and that what has 
been compiled and agreed upon by the learning, research, 
abilities, and judgment of men of whom it may be said they 
were all but inspired, and consecrated and confirmed by the 
consent of ages, be suffered to remain in Its pristine simplicity, 
glory, and excellence, until the joint consent of the whole 
Church shall see fit cause, as all human productions are fallible, 
to alter, amend, and omit.”—‘‘ Times,” 16 Nov. 


“ The Voice of Jacob” has had the honor to be much quoted 
of late by the daily journals; but the Editor respectfully re- 
quests more accuracy in their extracts from his columns, 
Among other false statements, one has been going the rounds, 
which has done much injustice to the Jews ; to the effect, that 
they had resolved, two years since, not to appoint another 
Spiritual Head in the place of their lamented Chief Rabbi, 
recently deceased! ‘There have been other erroneous reports in 
circulation, connected with the late Dr. Hirschel, which it 
needs not to correct in detail; but the Editor would remind 
his contemporaries, that as they appear aware of the existence 
of an Anglo-Jewish organ, it would be easy to avoid the pub- 
lication of assertions on Jewish affairs, directly at issue with 
the statements (frequently on authority) that are found in its 
columns. We hope that those journals which have recently 
inserted statements concerning Jewish affairs, will do us the 
Justice to copy this correction. 


_“ Les Archives Israelites’ inform us, that a benevolent indi- 
vidual, under the signature of a ‘‘ Christian Lady,’’ has sent to 
Mr. Marks, for distribution to poor Jewish families in London, 
100 counterpanes, 100 flannel waistcoats, and 200 pairs of hose. 


What are the proper functions of a Vestry 2—We propose 
to pursue this enquiry when there is more space at our dis- 
posal. The occasion to doso, has arisen in some misconception, 
found to exist on the subject, in an important colonial congrega- 
tion. We shall deal with the question as an abstract one, out 
of deference both to the immediate interests involved, and to 
the pious zeal which sounded the alarm,—a zeal which must 
command respect for its own sake, apart from all collateral 
considerations. We propose, at the same time, to examine the 
religious position of a Jew marrying without the pale of his 
religion ; and to lay down the simple line of duty in such cases. 
This question, associated as it has been with that at the head ol 
this article, shall also be dealt with apart from all considerations 
of a local character ; because, in the pile of communications 
which has been addressed to us, we detect, amidst the conflict 
of opinions, those indications of a desire to do right, which 
only require that the right shall be clearly developed, in order 
to be acted upon, With this impression concerning our distant 
brethren, we shall certainly avoid any unnecessary exposure; 


and at least wait the results of that enquiry into which we 
shall enter on their behalf. 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


Barbados.—The surplus proportion of this congregation's 
contribution to the Eastern mission, has been returned to this 
country, and is available for some other Jewish object. 


Chi 


‘hina—{Extract from a letter to Mrs. Tonna).—“ ! am 
anxiously watching the Chinese war, as I fully expect 


that it will be the means of bringing to light the long !o:! 
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tribes. Some time since the following curious fact was made 
known to me. Being engaged in the foreign trade, a gentleman 
from Stockport called upon me with samples of woollen and 
cotton mixt, ladies’ habit cloths, but in colors suited only for 
the East. Not wanting them myself, I suggested that they 
would best answer his purpose if he sent them to China. 
When the gentleman (Mr. M ) said, ‘ they have been 
to China already,’ and then told me, that on their first arrival 
they were sold at a fair profit, and immediately afterwards 
returned by the Hong Merchants, as unsuited to their market. 
Upon enquiry why? They said that they had found that 
they were a mixture of animal and vegetable substances which 
was contrary to all nature, and contrary to their religion. 
And upon these grounds alone the goods were returned to this 
country. This happened about seven years since. A short 
time ago, whilst reading the book of Leviticus, see xix. 19. 
‘Thou shalt not sow thy field with mingled seed : neither shall 
a garment mingled of linen and woollen come upon thee.’ 
The remembrance of Mr. M ’s cotton and woollen cloths 
came to my mind, and unless the Chinese have had communi- 
cation with the Israelites, and that at an early age, how is it 
possible to account for two such distant and singular nations 
having agreed upon so peculiar a law. The Chinese law has 
not been altered for many centuries, gpd 2000 years. 
Yet, here is an observance of a law, such as none of the other 
nations except the Jews ever regarded. Surely Israel is 
amongst them, and for their sake the Chinese empire has been 
locked up till the time for their restoration is come. If ever 
you wish to make use of this fact, you may use my name, but 
not having Mr. M ‘s sanction, please to keep his from the 
public.” Sigued—LEdmwin Heycock, Leeds. 


The Press at Jerusalem.—Sir,—Among the many obligations 
conferred by Sir Moses Montefiore on his brethren in the East, 
not the least important is his having lately sent a printing press 
to Jerusalem. Among others, I rejoice at this demonstration 
of the lively interest taken by Sir Moses in the welfare of his 
co-religionists ; but, while 1 do so, I cannot refrain from mak- 
ing some reflections, which appear to me of sufficient impor- 
tance to warrant my trespassing on your valuable columns. __ 

Having been much in the East myself, and having care- 
fully observed the state of society and civilization there, I am 
perhaps enabled to speak, with some confidence, on a subject 
affecting their progress. I feel assured, Sir, in consequence of 
the comparative ignorance of the art of printing, which prevails 
in Jerusalem, that few, if any, are to be found competent to use 
the very valuable gift that has been presented to them. And, 
admitting that there are some who can use it, there is even 
then but little hope of its being so employed as to carry out the 
intention of the generous donor. I need but appeal, in proof 
of my assertion, to any scholar among us; he will tell us 
that the Hebrew books lately printed in the East, unobjection- 
able as they undoubtedly are, are still not adapted for the instruc- 
tion or social improvement of our brethren there, ends to which, 
I think, all our efforts should at first be directed. Moreover, it 
is a fact which investigation will at once discover, that in some 
eastern countries in which books have been edited, even by the 
Spiritual Heads of congregations, they have been undertaken, not 
with a view of affording information, but for circulation in 
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urope, for the private advantage of the person editing them ; 


a at too, not unfrequently, without the slightest knowledge | 
e 


peared 


Under these circumstances, I am of opinion, that till the 
printing press shall have become properly and usefully available, it 
would be better that books, or even tracts, should be economi- 
cally printed in England or Germany, and sent out to Jerusalem ; 
pe. 14 that case, we might be sure that necessary information 
sais d be circulated, and we might then calculate on doing 
: me good. Without designing to pay your valuable journal 
ny unmerited compliment, I would venture to recommend 
transience portions of its columns might be occasionally 
; ted into Hebrew, and sent to the East for circulation. 

need not here indicate the portions to which I refer, but, 


part of his own congregation, that any such book has ap- | 


des the mutual intelligence which would be promoted, the | 
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eastern Jews would be thus stimulated and encouraged to 
efforts for the amelioration of their own condition, both intel- 
lectually and socially, by a knowledge of what is being done 
by their brethren in other parts of the world. 
I am, Mr. Editor, 
Your constant reader, 
To the Editor of the ‘* Voice of Jacob.” 


Hamburgh—We have just received gratifying intelligence, 
concerning the prospects, of the Jews being permitted to hold 
landed property, in their own names, in every part of Ham- 
burgh. It has been elicited by an energetic petition, addressed 
to the senate, by Dr. G. Liesser, on behalf of Abraham 
Bauer, Esq., of Manchester, who has given to the citizens of 


Hamburgh, a thoroughfare through his property, on which he 


is building a pile of warehouses, dwelling houses, &c. 


ON THE POLICY OF EXPOSING THE 
CONVERSIONISTS. 


‘* As to the Conversionists, (says a Liverpool correspondent), 
their employés certainly deserve exposure, and you have done 
your part in occasionally showing them up in the columns of your 
excellent publication, But is it needful or wise to proceed 
further? They, in reality, do ws little or no injury; the thing 
is pretty well understood in our community; consequently, 
their efforts fall harmless, If, however, their own subscribers 
choose to allow themselves to be duped by contributing funds 
for so useless a purpose, why that is a matter for thew con- 
sideration; me can only regret that good nature should be so 
much imposed upon. The Society is now holding its branch 
meeting in this town. The usual routine is enacted: three 
Polish Jews are baptised, or, as some say, re-baptised (for I am 
given to understand that this is not the first time the ceremony 
has been performed upon them), and the whole is wound up 
with an appeal to the pockets of the assembly! I am credibly 
informed, there is a wish for a conference, and a desire to meet 
our learned Rabbis for the purpose of holding a public disputa- 
tion upon the principles of Judaism! Think you we should be 
allowed ‘‘ a clear stage and no favour ?”—yYou know we should 
not. Look at the proceedings of their press, in the recent in- 
stance of their unfair treatment of your communication refuting 
the libel upon Dr. Zunz. This at once exhibits their determi- 
nation to obtain their ends,—no matter how unprincipled the 
means to be employed. 

‘The first dignitaries of the church and nobles of the land are 
found amongst its patrons. The Society being worked under such 
powerful patronage, I doubt the utility or policy of your pro- 
ceeding further in the matter. It is clear you would not be 
iad a fair chance. | 

‘*T say to you, let the immediate object of ourpress be, to | 
lead our people to a consideration of their present wants and | 
condition ;—write up, Education! Education!—Agitate this 
question continually ;—never allow it even for a moment to 
pass from the public mind. The vast importance of the subject, 
if kept alive, must, and will, make an impression apes our 
leaders. Let there be no peace until they accomplish some- 
thing for us—for it is quite em we can long remain in 
our present state of apathy. Nov is the time for action ;—and 
an awful responsibility will rest upon those amongst us who, 
having both means dnd influence, fail to exert them.” 


In giving publicity to the views of our esteemed corres- 
pondent, on what should be our policy towards the Conver- 
sionists, we feel it necessary to state our own opinion on the 
subject. The sentiments expressed by this gentleman, (whose 
honest zeal for the cause of our religion has been well 
proved), we know to be shared by many of our brethren for 
whose opinions we entertain great deference ; and it will be after 
mature reflection, that we shall offer our reasons for disagreeing | 
with them in this matter, in our next number. 

Meanwhile, we present an extract from the Hertford County 
Press, of the 8th bet. containing a report of one of their meet- 
ings, presided over by one of the most ardent champions of con- 
version, and one of the most active officers of the London Society 
for Promoting Christianity among the Jews. Itis not, here, our 
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purpose to quarrel with Captuin Trotter, for the tissue of bare- 
faced falsehoods with which he imposes upon a generous but 
too credulous public; we shall not, here, remonstrate with a 
paper edited by Christians, who hold the Bible in veneration, for 
calling precepts, ordered in that Bible, “ superstitions” ; we shall 
not enter upon the question of what Christians would say if, in a 
Jewish assembly, any individual should imitate certain rites of the 
Christian church, in order to turn them into ridicule; nor shall 
we ask where, at that moment, was that ‘‘ Christian forbear- 
ance,” that ‘‘ Christian charity,” so constantly upon the lips, 
when these Conversionists did not scruple to outrage the most 
hallowed feelings of a whole ‘nation, so *‘ tenderly beloved” by 
them. We pass all this by in silence, because we know, that 
these proceedings are not so chargeable to individuals, as to 
the system from which they necessarily grow out, even as the 
prickle from the thorn. On the contrary, the ‘* Honorahle”’ 
Captain appears to us, so far more respectable than other Con- 
versionists, that he speaks out candidly what he means; if less 
pomnent than his colleagues, he is certainly more upright ; 

1¢ has but done xow, what, at a future period, they will all do. 


Hertford County Press (8th Oct. 1842).—** The Auxiliary 
Society for Propagating Christianity among the Jews, held its 
anniversary on the 5th Oct., in the Shire Hall at Hertford, 
Captain Trotter in the chair.” 

With reference to the Jerusalem Bishopric, Captain Trotter 
made the following observation: ‘‘ There had arisen a spirit of 
petty jealousy on the part of some Jews who now were instru- 
mental in promoting the cause of true religion, in consequence 
(as they supposed) of the Christian world having taken too 
much upon itself in endeavouring to bring the wandering Israel 
to the light of the Divine truth, without having adopted 
the method of calling for the exertions of native teachers.” 

In speaking of the necessity of maintaining the converts when 
made, he asked ‘‘ What can we do with these men, and what 
can they doforus?” * * *  ‘ Assistance (after renouncing 
the Talmud) they had none from their brethren; and while ad- 
hering to it, they had none from the Christian; how are we to 


support them ?” 


He said that he had had conversations with Jewish pedlars, 
and explained the notions of the Jews which he had so ac- 
quired.—( Vide note (a) at foot.) 

(He now referred to the Secession Congregation, and said, 
‘he would advert to the alterations which had recently taken 
place in the forms of worship used in their synagogues. In 
Burton St., Burton Crescent, London, a synagogue was opened, 
and the converted Jews were determined, in their worship, to 
renounce every thing which could not be supported on the old 
and new testaments. A Mr. Marks was ordained as their 
preacher, and sermons were delivered every sabbath day, in 
accordance with the doctrines of the Church of England. * * * 
This synagogue was opened on the 27th February, of the pre- 
sent year, and he felt great pleasure in telling them that, since 
that time, several others had been formed. One in Liverpool, 
three in London, and one was being erected in St. Mary Axe, 
besides a few in progress in other parts. * * * * Other 


alterations had taken place in the synagogues, and that was |} 


putting up the reading of the law to auction. It was the custom 
in the Jewish mode of worship, for the reading of the law to be 
put up for sale, and whoever was the highest bidder (for the 
reading was knocked down just upon a parallel with the auction 


marts of our own country) was to come i the platform and 
read the law himself, or to put it into the hands 4 one to read 


it for him. (Laughter.) This, he was happy to say, was 


(a) In giving currency to the tissue of libels upon the Jews, contained in 
this abstract from the Hertford paper, we are reminded that though no 
one at all familiar with the usages of the Jews, will fail to detect and laugh 
at the caricatures of this said Capt. Trotter, yet there are many persons for 
whom a circumstantial refutation might have been more desirable. So 
much of our limited space is, however, already occupied by this subject, 
that we must, for the present at least, be content with this simple declara- 
tion :—the paragraphs between brackets may be resolved into five princi- 
pal asseverations; we denounce every one as either a pure invention, or 
an outrageous perversion and distortion of some rationally explicable 


peculiarity, noted by this gallant protege when, by pretentiuns of respect 
and a disavowal of ulterior objects, he wormed himself into the con- 


fidence, and abused the hospitality, of those concerning whom he now 


drops the mask. 
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totally abandoned in Burton St., and in all the other synagogye, 
in London. | 

‘The women were taught to read the Hebrew, and were yory 
carefully instructed by the minister of the congregation, and tho 
children were also taught to read the same language, although 
neither women nor children understood a single word. 

“ During the reading of the law, and afterwards, the subject 
of conversation turned on their worldly business, and during 
the whole time of their service, or at least that part which de. 
volved upon their Reader, the disturbance was so great, that jt 
was utterly impossible to catch a single word of what fell from 
the mouth of the speaker on the platform, this was not the least 
the case with the Burton St. establishment.” | ; 

‘¢ The Chairman here produced several articles worn by the 
Jews at public prayer, among these was a Phylactarius, a smal! 
black box als of tin, and japanned, on the inside of which 
was written, upon a piece of parchment, part of the Law. This 
box was suspended round the forehead, and another similar 
one was shown, worn round the arm, referring ~ the Jews 
suppose, to a passage in scripture in Deuteronon.,  (* Thoy 
shait bind them for a sign upon thy hand, and they shall be for 
frontlets between thine eyes.’) The honorable gentleman then 
proceeded to put them on, according as they were worn, with 
several other things (a shawl, the corners of which the Rabbi 
had blessed) ; ial it created no little gratification as well as 
mirth to behold this capital mimicry. He then continued 
(having described the articles much to the amusement of the 
company) they were accustomed to do the same to the posts o| 
their doors. On every house, on the right hand posts, they had 
portions of the word of God written, and as they crossed the 
threshold they touched these boxes, and then kissed their 
fingers. (Much laughter.) And in speaking to a Jew on the 
subject of their religion, they would find that it agreed very 
much with that of the Roman Catholics; and the Jews con. 
sidered their’s the less superstitious. (Laughter.)’’ 

Towards the conclusion of a long address he ridiculed the 
Tabernacles which the Jews are accustomed to use. 

The Rev. C. B. Lowe said that the Bishop of Jerusalem had 
confirmed between three and four hundred persons, and that 
the king of Prussia had visited the Bishop of Jerusalem. | 

The Reve Mr. Maitland reproached the English for their 
persecution of the Jews. He adverted to the question put by 
the Apostle Paul tothe Gentiles. ‘‘ Had God cast off his peo- 
ple?” It might be abundantly answered, by their simultaneous 
exertions,—God forbid. | 

The Rev. E. Bickerstaff declared that all were indebted to 
Captain ‘Trotter, for bringing forward these specimens of Jewish 
superstition.—(b.) He exhibited some pieces of stone and rock 


(6) Another note is unavoidable, though this is scarcely the place te — 


discuss the signification of the various scriptural sentences interpreted by 
the Jews, as referring to Phylacteries. Betore another minister of religion 
ventures to outrage what are held sosacred, and to proclaim these Phylac- 
teries as “‘superstitions,’’ he would do well to consult the authorities 
of his church. Matthew xxiii. 5., is merely a rebuke of the ostentatious 
size of those worn by the Pharisees,—vide the plain text, and Joseph 
Scaliger, (Triihaeresii, cviii.): he proves this conclusively, shewing tliat 
the founder of the Christian religion himself “‘ wore fringes and Phylac- 
teries as well as the Pharisees,”’ opinions to the contrary being “ foreign 
to the mind of Moses, and to the ancient usages of the Jews and Sama- 
ritans.”’ ‘* He (the founder of the Christian religion) did not condemn 
them (the Phylacteries), nay, he himself, together with all other Jews, 
wore them; he only inveighs against the ambition of the Pharisees, who, 12 
order to appear holier than others, &c.”’ 

We have translated the whole passage from the Latin, but have not 
room for it. We are not ignorant that arguments are advanced in oppo! 
tion to this view ; but, vide Parkhurst’s Hebrew Dictionary, (art. MDD); 
Cruden’s introduction to the same article in his concordance, and other 
accessible authorities, to justify more charity towards the Jews in this 
particular, This is called a civilized country, and its religion that of 
‘* Love,” Sut we fancy that if some one wearing the uniform of the 
Sublime Porte, were, after having been courteously entertained here, t0 
become an itinerant agent of some society for Mahommedanizing the 
world, and, in order to promote ‘‘a collection at the doors,” were to seize 
certain dogmas and practises of the Christian church, to make “ cap! 
mimicry”’ of them, (the more sublime, be it remembered, the easier the 
ridicule), and moreover to parade his sovereign’s commission, in order t0 
“*star’’ it over such plebeian mountebanks (of the same company) as 
Isaacs, who charges the shilling before the doors,—we think the unciv!- 
lized Moslem would be called to account at the Turkish “ Horse 
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from Mount Zion, with leaves from the Mount of Olives, which 
appeared to give great interest to the whole subject, and— 
a collection was made at the doors. 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE RUSSIAN JEWS. 


We regret exceedingly that our confined space does not allow 
us to give a translation of a highly interestiag letter in No. 41 
of the ** Zeitung des J udenthums,” addressed by Dr. Lilien- 
thal, lecturer at tiga, to the editor. 

Dr. L., chiefly employed by the Russian government in 
bringing about those improvements in the state of the 
Russian Jews, (to which we alluded in our No, 28,) gives, in the 
letter above mentioned, a full account of the measures about to 
be taken by that government, and of the manner in which they 
will be carried into effect. It appears, that the Russian govern- 
ment has been for a year occupied with these designs, which are 
said to have originated from the Emperor himself, who is de- 
sirous to ameliorate the state of his Jewish subjects ;—that, in 
compliance with the commands of the Emperor, committees 
were selected in all the departments in which Jews are located, 
in order to ascertain the state of that people—and, that to every 
committee some Jews were attached. Before Jan., 1841, 
the reports of the committees were sent in to the ministry. 
On the 12th of the same month, Dr. LZ. received an order from 
the minister of instruction, U»aroff, to proceed immediately 
to Petersburg. On his arrival there, the minister explained 
to him his plan, and ordered him to put himself in communica- 
tion with the most distinguished Jews in Germany, in order to 
ascertain the number of those who would be willing to accept 
posts in the schools to be established, and to partake in the 
various preparatory labours and schemes to be undertaken, 
under the immediate direction of the Minister. At the expira- 
tion of three weeks, when the end of his visit was accomplished, 
he was allowed to return to J2iva. In the month of March, 
answers from some of the most distinguished German Jews 
arrived, giving the names of more than 2U0 individuals ready to 
teach in the schools to be established. In the month of Decem- 
ber, last year, Jr. L. was called upon by the ministry to go, 
accompanied by another gentleman, to //’¢/na, in order there to 
establish a free school. In this undertaking, he encountered 
many and great difficulties, raised by prejudice and bigotry ; 
these compelled him to go, in the following April, to Petersburg 


again, in order to consult the minister about the proposed 


unprovements, In order at once to put a stop to the intrigues 
and machinations of the bigoted, the Emperor now issued an 
order which placed all Jewish institutions for instruction, of 
whatever denomination, under the direction of the minister of 
struction (this ordinance having been reported in a former No. 
we do not translate it here). But in order to satisfy Jewish 
colgregauions as to the designs of the Emperor, and to excite 
the authorities to a concurrence so necessary for the success of 
this great undertaking, Dr. L. was commissioned to travel into 
those departments in which Jews are located, in order more 
easily to concert the measures necessary for the foundation of 
the proposed institutions. 
In concluding this report, we give the words of Dr. L. 

As you can see from my instructions, it is enacted that by 
October next I shall have returned to Petersburg. We hope 
that, by that time, we shall have received answers from Sir 
Moses Vontefiore, and M. Cremieux, to invite whom to the 
sittings, in the name of the minister, it fell:to my happy lot. 

s the names of these two renowned gentlemen have the great- 
est influence with the Russian J ews, and as the hope that they 
will attend the sittings already fills all hearts with confidence, 
you may gather from this invitation that His Excellency knows 
well how to appreciate every means suitable to the end in 
view, and how readily he recognizes and employs merit in the 
undertaking. 

f After the close of the deliberations, the vocation of the 
relgners already approved by his Majesty will commence, 
and thus the great work will begin. O! that it may thrive for 
bg happiness and welfare of mankind! that the imperial project 
Y receive its best thanks in the happiness of nations op- 
ressed for centuries! that the endeavours of the minister may 
crowned with the greatest success in Israel! what words or 
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deeds will Israel find, to express gratitude for the benefits 
to be conferred? Each day will bring the Jews nearer 
to the happy position of cultivated men, contented citizens, 
and subjects useful to the state; and when their debt 
increases to such a degree that they are still less able to 
pay it, there will at least remain the consolation, that noble 
minds can love and respectfully acknowledge, though they can- 
not adequately thank. 

“Farewell! Relying upon the assistance of the Almighty, I 
enter on my journey, requesting you to remember me in your 
prayers to Him, ‘in whose hands are the hearts of all kings,’ It 
is to Him I look with love, filial devotion, and full confidence. 

Faithfully yours, Dr. Lilienthal.” 


ASSOCIATION FOR CIRCULATING JEWISH 
STANDARD WORKS, &e. 


Regarding this association as an offspring of that spirit of 
progress which is now awakening in many congregations of 
Great Britain, we gladly express the high degree of gratifica- 
tion which the formation of such a society affords us. In this 
respect, even if the end Pa mag were not calculated to supply 
a want, (more or less deeply felt according to the degree of 
interest taken in Jewish affairs,) even if this association were 
not likely to be productive of results beneficially affecting the 
spiritual state of all English Jews, we should still, as a sign of 
the times, hail it with great pleasure. We regard it, however, 
with increased gratification, from a conviction of the great 
advantages derivable from it. To enumerate them would be 
trespassing upon our readers, we shall, therefore, hint at a few 
rather than detail them fully. The attention which is now 
fixed upon Jews throughout the civilised world, is well known. 
It is owing to this attention, that eminent men are constantly 
laying down, in highly valuable publications, the result of their 
researches and reflections on Israel. It is clear, that Israel 
itself, the object of this attention, should be acquainted with 
what is said of it. Whilst on many parts of the continent, our 
co-religionists, impressed with this necessity, act upon it, such 
of the English Jews as share the views of their brethren alluded 
to, are individually prevented from imitating their example, by 
the enormous price of such publications in England. The pro- 
posed institution will tend to remove this obstacle. ‘The 
necessity of a library of. modern works connected with Jews 
and Judaism, has long been felt, and will, in proportion as 
Jewish feelings awaken, be more deeply recognized. This 
association is laying the foundation of such a hbrary. 

We hope these brief remarks will account for the interest we 
take in this association, to which we wish the best success. 

We hear that the committee has already met for the first time, 
and that some publications have already been ordered. 


“ CHAMBERS’ EDINBURGH JOURNAL” AND 
“THE VOICE OF JACOB.” 


It is with gratified feelings that we have recognised the satis- 


faction expressed, in Jewish circles, with a favorable notice of 


“ The Voice of Jacob,” which appeared in No, 563 of “ Chambers’ 
Journal,” dated 12th instant. We augur, therefrom, an increased 
interest in *‘ thé only published organ of the opinions and 
proceedings of the British Jews,’’ on the part of those for 
whose special advantage it has been undertaken. We have 
frequently been upbraided with not being “‘ a reading people :”’ 
if so humiliating a charge be true at all, it can apply only to 
the mass of the middle and humbler classes, who are actively 
engaged in business avocations. We have reason to know that 
even among these, Chambers’ Journal has become deservedly 
popular, presenting as it does so much of intellectual entertain- 
ment, combined with valuable instruction, both moral and 
scientific. The great cause of social improvement owes much 
to the untiring philanthropy and spirited enterprise of the 
Messrs. Chambers; but, perhaps, no single work of theirs has 
effected so much good as their weekly Journal. How often has 
the light but pleasing character of its articles been the allure- 
ment to read at all, when graver treatises could only have 
proved distasteful! 

Because, (as in most things,) “‘ the first step is the difficulty” 
in the formation of a love of literature, therefore, do we rejoice 
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that the ‘‘ Journal” is so well adapted to, and appreciated by, : 


Jewish families. We, who write these remarks, are still 
humbler precursors, in our walk, of that higher order of Jewish 
literature which will find favor with the rising generation. It 
has been our lot to act as a pioneer; having few, at first, to aid 
or cheer us through obstacles of no ordinary difficulty. But 
we have progressed, and those for whom we labour, do, at 
length, treat us as their friend, even though some may have 
waited to learn our estimate from the stranger and the 
foreigner! We may not, we would not, resent this chilling 
indifference in those around us, for we are but a component 
part of their body; our interests are identical with theirs, and if 
we have had the courage to serve them despite themselves, now, 
when many cheer us onwards, we again stretch the hand ot 
fellowship to all who can promote the good cause, and 
none shall have a semblance of warrant for a dogged consis- 
tency in wrong. 

We have said before, (at the time when a leading Christian 
writer declared, in answer to an appeal in our columns, an 
intention to omit from the church liturgy, a passage supposed 
to be offensive to the Jews,) that such ** may be adduced as a 
mark of the influence to which the Jewish press might attain. 
Considering that the prejudices against Jewish character which 
still abound, are not due to impressions resulting from invest- 
gation, but are the remains of a darker age, imbibed almost 
insensibly, even in childhood, it should be regarded as not ouly 
the interest of every Jew, but his duty to posterity, to advocate 
and support those efforts, which thus produce a more fitting 
estimate of our national character.” | 

Few will doubt the advantages of counteracting, through a 
Journal having, like Chambers’, so immense a circulation, those 
sneers and carpings at Jewish character, which some newspaper 
reporters occasionally pander for the prurient tastes of their 
particular public. It can only be a noble desire so to coun- 
teract cruel injustice, which has guided the selection from our 
columns of articles transferred to the Edinburgh Journal :—we 
recognise and acknowledge the uses of extracts made in such 
a spirit, and we hope that other friends of truth will imitate so 
generous an example. The Journal says.— oe 

“The Voice of Jacob’ is apparently the first periodical at- 
tempted by the Jews in England, and its appearance may be 
said to mark a distinct era in the history of that highly interest- 
ing people. Oppressed, scoffed at, and plundered by our 
barbarous forefathers, the Jews have quietly pursued their 
unostentatious career, outlived the age of gross prejudice, and 
at length, in the year 1841, have established a press in defence 
of their rights ca opinions, and as a record of their educational 
and religious proceedings. 

“To those who consider that whatever may be the future 
destiny reserved for the Hebrews, they will best be prepared 
for its enjoyment by mental cultivation, the appearance of this 
Jewish periodical in England, like all other tokens of advance- 
ment, will be received with anything but dissatisfaction ; and it 
cannot be doubted that the very discussions it will originate 
must be attended with beneficial results.” | 


REVIEW. 


The Cheap Jewish Library.—No.6. The Birth-Day. Part 
III.—No. 7. Lina; or The Old Clothesman.*—Sveill ; 
Donnison ; Abrahams ; and Reynolds. 


The kind-hearted authors of these interesting little tracts, 
appear unwearied in their efforts to entertain and improve the 
younger members of our community. In time, it will be found 
practicable to render this very cheap library more character- 
istically Jewish, as its title indicates; for it would really not be 
difficult to work up into tales like these, illustrations of Jewish 
life, in the sphere fee which they are intended, interwoven with 
explanations of the duties and habits of our people, desirable 
both for them and their Gentile neighbours. But, after all, it 
is perhaps ungracious to canvass so closely the title of this 
pretty little collection, for it is almost wholly a generous gift, 


4 This tract was accidentally omitted from the advertisement in our 


and if it be not specially adapted to the class whose name i; 
bears, it is indubitably a series of original and nicely writtey 
moral tales, from which the young of all creeds may deriv. 
useful practical lessons. 


~ NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT 


Friday 25th November, 22nd of Kislev. ‘Sabb. com. at } past 3 
Sabb. 26th 23rd », portion for the week 
Mond. 28th 25th Feast of Dedication: 
Friday 2nd December, 29th » BIN VR Dy 

30th » Portion yon 
Sund. 4th Ist of Tebet, 

Mond. 5th 2nd =,, Commence saying by 


' There will be no alteration in the time of the commencement of Sa). 
bath until January 13th. 


-* For an account of the institution of this feast, which continues eigh, 
days, see “‘ Voice of Jacob,’’ No. 6. 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Board of Deputies.—A correspondent calls our attention to 
the advertisement of two resolutions, passed by this body, pub. 
lished in the daily journals, and not in the Anglo-Jewish press. 
We cannot lend currency to his surmises as to the cause of this 
omission, because we have seen proof that it was undesigned 
on the part of the respected Chairman of the Board, (whose 
signature was attached to the advertisement) ; and because, we 
are disposed to regard it as a mere inadvertence, as it affects 
the enlightened members of that body; of whom we cannot 
believe, that they would court publicity out of doors, and avoid 
it before their own constituents. : 

Mr. Samuel of the Times, is thanked for his attention ; the 
information had already reached through another channel. 

Our correspondents in Liverpool and other places will, as 
we hope, be satisfied for the present, with this general acknow- 
ledgment. 


AILY GOVERNESS OF THE JEWISH PERSUA- 


SION.—Wanted, in a highly respectable family, a young lady possessing 
superior attainments, to instruct in all the rudimental branches of education; a 
partial knowledge of French and Hebrew will be indispensable. Apply for further 
particulars, with name and address, at the Office of the Voice of Jacob, Camomile 
Street. 


ARBADOS.—Wanted, for the Synagogue of this island, 


a person capable of reading fluently in the Sepher Torah, and conversant 
with the manner of all the offerings, after the Ménhag of the Sphardim. Le will 
have to present formal credentials, authorising him to act as Shochet and Bodet. 
Salary, 400 Dollars per annum, with a house in the court of the Synagogue, suitably 
furnished, and medical attendance, in need, free of expense; the congregation will 
also defray his passage out. For further particulars, apply to H. Lyon, Fsq., 
1, Bury-street, St. Mary Axe, London.—N.B. For a scholar, there are prospects 


of being engaged as teacher to the younger branches of the community. 
and GERMAN SYNAGOGUE, Kingston, 
Jamaica.—Wanted, a single gentleman, to fill the office of one of the readers 
of this congregation; he must be fully qualified to perform all the duties of }?M, 
including that of reading the "5D. A good education, Hebrew and English, is 
indispensable, and if able to deliver religious discourses in the latter tongue, !t 
would be desirable. The salary will be £200 sterling, per annum, with a residence, 
medical attendance, &c. A free passage will be provided. Further particulars may 


be obtained of Messrs. Lazarus & Lawrance, No, 4, Castle-street, Houndsditch, 
London. 


ing-room and Bed-room on the first floor, elegantly furnished, within five 
minutes walk from the Great Synagogue, in a highly respectable street, and 10 * 
religious Jewish family : terms moderate. For address, apply to Mr. Whitehead, 
stationer, corner of Church-street, Minories. 


Terms or Susscription—for delivery free within the range 
of the penny post,—10s. 6d. per annum, payable in advance, 
at the Office, 27, Camomile Street. 

London: Printed for Mr. Franx.in, by E. Varry, 27, Camomile Street, 

Bishopsgate. Published by B.Sre1x1, Paternoster Row; and may be 

had of the Printer; of Reynotps, Church Row, Aldgate; of Bant®, 


Brydges Street, Covent Garden; of Levy, 34, Norton Folgate, and 0 
all Booksellers and Newsmen. 


RNISHED APARTMENTS TO BE LET.—A Drav- 
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